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Literary Analysis Project Overview 



Literary Analysis Project Overview
Throughout this writing project, you will plan, draft, and revise a literary analysis 
essay. In this essay, you will compare or contrast how authors Mary Shelley and 
Ann Radcliffe treat the element of fear in their respective works, Frankenstein and 
The Mysteries of Udolpho. You will use only the novels themselves—Frankenstein 
and The Mysteries of Udolpho—for evidence in your essay.



Mysteries of Udolpho [Started in Lesson 13]

https://sageoak.instructure.com/courses/612/modules/items/8
8044

https://sageoak.instructure.com/courses/612/modules/items/88044
https://sageoak.instructure.com/courses/612/modules/items/88044


Analysis is NOT Summary
A summary simply retells what happened.

A literary analysis essay explains and interprets the meaning of a literary text. 

Your literary analysis essay for this particular assignment will

● compare or contrast how the element of fear is developed in Frankenstein 
and The Mysteries of Udolpho

● make a specific, arguable claim about the similarities or differences of how 
the element of fear is handled in both texts

● use evidence from both texts to help develop and support your claim



Literary Analysis Asserts a Claim
Your literary analysis must focus on explaining and interpreting the two texts.

Here are two examples of a claim.

● Claim 1: Authors Mary Shelley and Ann Radcliffe use the element of fear to illustrate the nature 
of humanity in their novels.
 

This claim points out similarities between how the two authors develop the topic of fear within their texts.

● Claim 2: While Mary Shelley uses fear to comment on the darker nature of humanity, Ann 
Radcliffe applies fear both to examine individual human psychology and to engage her readers.
 

This claim points out differences between how the two authors develop the element of fear within their 
texts.



Task, Purpose, Audience
Task: Write a literary analysis essay comparing or contrasting two texts.

Purpose: to demonstrate my ability to analyze and compare or contrast how the 
element of fear is treated in two texts

Audience: General/ Teacher





Fear Compare/Contrast
Look for elements that deal with the idea of fear in the two texts. For example, look 
for

● characters who feel or say something that indicates fear or dread
● classic characteristics of a Gothic Romantic setting, like mountains or 

castles
● sensory details that indicate gloom or chill



Possible Essay Structure for Outline [Suggested in 
Lesson]

Paragraph 1: Introduction

Paragraph 2: Mary Shelley’s treatment of fear in Frankenstein

Paragraph 3: Ann Radcliffe’s treatment of fear in The Mysteries of Udolpho

Paragraph 4: Comparing or contrasting the two

Paragraph 5: Conclusion



Other Possible Essay Structure for Outline 
[Suggested by the Rebellious Mrs. Mullins]

Paragraph 1: Introduction

Paragraph 2: Similarities (comparison) of Mary Shelley’s treatment of fear in 
Frankenstein to Ann Radcliffe’s treatment of fear in The Mysteries of Udolpho

Paragraph 3: Differences (contrast) of Mary Shelley’s treatment of fear in 
Frankenstein to Ann Radcliffe’s treatment of fear in The Mysteries of Udolpho

Paragraph 4: Conclusion







Questions??
Live Session Activity: Nearpod- Frankenstein


